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ENTERTAINMENT

Joanne Herring, the woman of 'Charlie Wilson's War'
By Claudia Feldman | December 16, 2007

Joanne Herring has been compared to Scarlett O'Hara, Marilyn Monroe and Dolly Parton. She is all of them and more as she waits for a photographer in her condominium in Houston's affluent River Oaks community. The place is great - an elevator delivers guests right into the French-style living room - but it's a step down from the mansions she's shared in the past. In midafternoon, Herring, 78, wears a foamy white evening gown, form-fitting and strapless, with her faithful poodle, Chulo, by her side. 

Cold war heats up after American snowfall
By Clifford J. Levy | February 21, 2010

Even in Russia, the recent blizzards that have hit Washington have been noticed. Though not always sympathetically. Were Congress and other powerful institutions really closed, not to mention the schools? Did panicked residents actually strip stores of food, making the bare shelves resemble something from the Soviet era? All because of the snow? Russia, mindful that it trails the United States in many measures, tends to leap at any chance to promote its supremacy, and when it comes to wintry hardiness, there is, of course, no contest. 

OPINION

Sputnik: The little metal ball that fueled the Cold War
By G. Scott Hubbard | October 7, 2007

Fifty years ago, science fiction became science fact. On Oct. 4, 1957, the Soviet Union, having worked in complete secrecy, launched Sputnik I. Humankind's first man-made satellite, a tiny ball that beeped its presence as it orbited the globe, shocked the world and set in motion a new age. Only a 9-year-old boy in a small Kentucky town, I was still very aware of the enormous implications of the Soviet accomplishment. In that era, even the word communism terrified people, and the United States was locked in a Cold War struggle with a communist adversary. 

NEWS

CIA finally owns up to Soviet sub mission
By Calvin Woodward | February 14, 2010

In 1974, far out in the Pacific, a U.S. ship pretending to be a deep-sea mining vessel fished a sunken Soviet nuclear-armed submarine out of the ocean depths, took what it could of the wreck and made off to Hawaii with its purloined prize. Now, Washington is owning up to Project Azorian, a brazen mission from the days of high-stakes - and high-seas - Cold War rivalry. After more than 30 years of refusing to confirm the barest facts of what the world already knew, the CIA has released an internal account of Project Azorian, though with juicy details taken out. The account surfaced Friday at the hands of private researchers from the National Security Archive who used the Freedom of Information Act to achieve the declassification. 

OPINION

The hidden history of CIA torture / Abu Ghraib is only the newest U.S. atrocity
By Alfred W. McCoy | September 19, 2004

From ancient Rome's red-hot irons and lacerating hooks to medieval Europe's thumbscrews rack and wheel for more than 2000 years anyone interrogated in a court of law could expect to suffer unspeakable tortures. For the last 200 years humanist intellectuals from Voltaire to members of Amnesty International have led a sustained campaign against the horrors of state-sponsored cruelty culminating in the United Nations' 1985 Convention Against Torture which was ratified by the Clinton administration in 1994. 

ENTERTAINMENT

WWII fades into distant past, and with it, our sense of patriotism
By Steven Winn | September 22, 2007

Charles Maier was 6 years old when World War II ended. He inherited a war narrative in which democracy triumphs over tyranny, spawning what he calls "a real, unambiguous sense of patriotism and nationalism that lasted in this country through much of the Cold War." Maier, a history professor at Harvard University and the author of "Unmasterable Past: History, Holocaust and German National Identity," remembers saving his pennies as a 4-year-old to buy war stamps. In third grade he gave a Flag Day speech. 

NEWS

Demolition of Skaggs Island naval base begins
January 29, 2010

(01-29) 10:35 PST SKAGGS ISLAND, Calif. (AP) -- Demolition of the former Skaggs Island naval base is under way to make way for establishing a wildlife preserve. Officials gathered on the island, west of Vallejo, Thursday to kick off the demolition of 150 buildings at the long-shuttered Cold War intelligence-gathering facility. The first structure demolished was the 125-foot white water tower. The Navy is transferring the site to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, which plans to add the 3,000 acres to its miles of restored tidal marshland along northern San Pablo Bay. Officials say the $7.1 million demolition project is scheduled to be complete by July, and transfer to Fish and Wildlife will take place 60 days after that. 

OPINION

HOW AN ATTACK WOULD UNFOLD / A military assault on nuclear plants in Iran remains an option for U.S.
By Matthew B. Stannard | October 1, 2006

A B-2A Spirit thunders down the aging airstrip of Whiteman Air Force Base and takes off, curving east over the rolling forests of Missouri. It flies past the empty silos where Minuteman nuclear missiles slumbered through all the long years of the Cold War, past the nation's capital, across the Atlantic Ocean, to where the first of three giant KC-135R Stratotankers it will encounter in the long night waits with fresh fuel. More than 19 hours later, the bomber slices above the Karkas mountains of central Iran and releases a 4,500-pound "bunker buster" over a complex of buildings guarded by aging missiles and obsolete guns. 

BAY AREA

Albert Baez -- scientist, author, father of Joan Baez
By Peter Fimrite | March 25, 2007

Albert Vinicio Baez loved classical music and opera and encouraged his children to enjoy the arts. Little did he know that the concerts he took his daughters to when they were young would inspire them to a stardom even greater than his own. Mr. Baez was a scientist, a physics professor and a pacifist who refused to use his considerable expertise to advance the nuclear arms race during the Cold War. But he was best known as the father... 

BOOKS

JFK wrote his own 'ask not' speech / Thurston Clarke debunks myth that it was written by assistant Ted Sorenson
By Reviewed by Edward J. Renehan Jr. | October 24, 2004

Ask Not The Inauguration of John F. Kennedy and the Speech That Changed America By Thurston Clarke HENRY HOLT & CO.; 253 Pages; $25 Garry Wills' Pulitzer Prize-winning 1992 best-seller "Lincoln at Gettysburg" started a trend. Today 12 years later a multitude of books elaborate on such great rhetorical moments as Lincoln's 1860 speech at Cooper Union and Churchill's 1946 definition of the "Iron Curtain" in remarks at Fulton Mo. Thus it was just a matter of time before John F. Kennedy's inaugural address got its due. In "Ask Not" Thurston Clarke (author of nine books including "Pearl Harbor Ghosts" and "Lost Hero") 

NEWS

Cuban doctors defect from Venezuela posts / Castro's program to aid Chavez opens way for 'desertions'
By Juan Forero | February 25, 2007

2007-02-25 04:00:00 PST Bogota, Colombia -- Ariel Perez was, like thousands of fellow Cuban doctors, a devoted soldier in Fidel Castro's most important overseas mission -- providing medical care to the poor in oil-rich Venezuela, Cuba's most vital ally. But last year, Perez and two Cuban companions, carrying rucksacks with a few belongings and holding just $1,300 among them, sneaked across the Colombian border and promptly defected. "From the moment I got there, I thought of it -- leaving," Perez, 36, said in an interview in Bogota, where about 40 Cuban physicians and other medical professionals are living after fleeing from Venezuela. 

NEWS

Cold War survival cache found under Brooklyn Bridge
By Sewell Chan | March 26, 2006

2006-03-26 04:00:00 PST New York -- For decades it waited in secret inside the masonry foundations of the Brooklyn Bridge, in a damp, dirty and darkened vault near the East River shoreline of Lower Manhattan: a stockpile of provisions that would allow for basic survival if New York City were devastated by a nuclear attack. City workers were conducting a regular structural inspection of the bridge last Wednesday when they came across the Cold War-era hoard of water drums, medical supplies, paper blankets, drugs and calorie-packed crackers -- an estimated 351,000 of them, sealed in dozens of watertight metal canisters and, it seems, still edible. 

ENTERTAINMENT

Keener, Holofcener present comedy in Berlin
February 13, 2010

(02-13) 23:44 PST BERLIN, Germany (AP) -- Martin Scorsese and Leonardo DiCaprio celebrated nearly a decade working together as they presented the director's latest film, "Shutter Island," at the Berlin film festival Saturday. Based on a novel by "Mystic River" author Dennis Lehane, the 1950s psychological thriller is the fourth film pairing Scorsese with DiCaprio, after "Gangs of New York" (2002), "The Aviator" (2004) and the Oscar-winning "The Departed" (2006). "Each experience has been unique. 

ENTERTAINMENT

Don't miss: 'Article X'
By Mary Eisenhart | February 11, 2010

It's all about objects removed from their context and repurposed into cultural commentary. Canadian photographer David Trautrimas disassembles discarded household objects, the endless detritus of consumerism, and transforms them into spooky landscapes evoking Cold War espionage. Kristina Lewis, meanwhile, tears apart abandoned stiletto heels, zippers and light switches and puts them back together in ways their creators never envisioned. Noon-6 p.m. Thurs.-Fri., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Sat. and by appointment. 

NEWS

Former Texas Rep. Charlie Wilson dies at 76
By JAMIE STENGLE, Associated Press Writer | February 10, 2010

(02-11) 04:03 PST DALLAS, (AP) -- The late Rep. Charlie Wilson worked tenaciously to funnel millions of dollars in weapons to Afghan rebels who fought off the Soviet Union, only to watch Afghanistan plunge into chaos and eventually harbor al-Qaida terrorists. The course of events greatly saddened the rakish Texan, who died at a Texas hospital Wednesday at age 76, and believed it could have been avoided had the U.S. committed to rebuilding Afghanistan years ago. "He tried to get a lot of dollars appropriated to rebuild the infrastructure," longtime friend Buddy Temple said Wednesday. 

TRAVEL

Berlin Then and Now
By Rick Steves | January 29, 2010

When Germany celebrated the 20th anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall, I couldn?t help remembering my spooky 1971 visit during the Cold War. When we crossed back to the West, tour buses were emptied at the border so mirrors could be rolled under the bus. They wanted to see if anyone was trying to escape with us. Back then, life in the East was bleak, gray, and demoralizing because of ongoing political repression and their unresponsive Soviet-style... 

NEWS

Demolition of Skaggs Island naval base begins
January 29, 2010

(01-29) 10:35 PST SKAGGS ISLAND, Calif. (AP) -- Demolition of the former Skaggs Island naval base is under way to make way for establishing a wildlife preserve. Officials gathered on the island, west of Vallejo, Thursday to kick off the demolition of 150 buildings at the long-shuttered Cold War intelligence-gathering facility. The first structure demolished was the 125-foot white water tower. The Navy is transferring the site to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, which plans to add the 3,000 acres to its miles of restored tidal marshland along northern San Pablo Bay. Officials say the $7.1 million demolition project is scheduled to be complete by July, and transfer to Fish and Wildlife will take place 60 days after that. 

BOOKS

'Battling to the End' by René Girard
By Cynthia L. Haven | December 27, 2009

Battling to the End Conversations With Benoît Chantre By René Girard; translated by Mary Baker (Michigan State University Press; 237 pages; $24.95 paperback) In Laurel and Hardy's "Big Business," two door-to-door Christmas tree salesmen fight a bad-tempered homeowner. The manic tit-for-tat escalates from head banging to a demolished house and an exploded car. The three become more and more alike as their wiggy violence spirals without aim or purpose. 

NEWS

Obama plan could limit records hidden from public
By Pete Yost | December 21, 2009

President Obama plans to deal with a Dec. 31 deadline that automatically would declassify secrets in more than 400 million pages of Cold War-era documents by ordering government-wide changes that could sharply curb the number of new and old government records hidden from the public. In an executive order the president is likely to sign before year's end, Obama will create a National Declassification Center to clear up the backlog of Cold War documents. But the order also will give everyone more time to process the 400 million pages rather than flinging them open at year's end without a second glance. 

ENTERTAINMENT

Berlin Wall divides L.A. art community
By John Rogers | November 6, 2009

Call it the Irony Curtain. The concrete wall that divided the city of Berlin for 28 years is suddenly splitting a segment of Los Angeles' art community just as the 20th anniversary of the wall's falling nears. The trouble began earlier this month when the Wende Museum installed several segments of the original Berlin Wall on Wilshire Boulevard. Kent Twitchell, whose larger-than-life paintings cover entire walls and sides of freeways, said he planned to "bookend" two sections of the wall with portraits of President John F. Kennedy, who denounced the barrier in a Berlin speech in 1961, and President Ronald Reagan, who famously demanded, "Tear down this wall!" 
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